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Dan Baum is a gun fanatic. He is also Jewish Democrat who grew up in suburban New Jersey.

InÂ Gun Guys, he takes us on a guided tour of gun stores and gun shows, shooting ranges and

festivals, contests and auctions, trying to figure out what draws so many of us to guns in the first

place. Is it just part of being American?Â  Introducing a wide cast of characters, Baum shows both

sides of the gun culture in America, bringing an entire world vividly to life, and in doing so helping to

find a middle ground in the gun debate, where actual conversation can take place.
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You will not agree with everything than Dan Baum has to say, but that is not the point of the book. In

this country and in our Government, we have tolerated name calling, assertions devoid of facts,

threats, and belittling in the place of rational debate with the only result being that everyone is

seething and left feeling that those on the other side are idiots. The internet is especially rife with

this. Sheesh guys, lighten up! The right and the left are pushed into their respective corners at this

point and they can't seem to even speak with each other.This book is an attempt to restore civility to

the discussion and even if you don't agree with everything Dan has to say, you will get something



out of it. Conservative gun owners will start to understand that not all Liberals want to take their

guns (40% of us actually have guns, many of us carry, and plenty of us don't think that 2A is at all

ambiguous and that we could certainly be allys in this debate). Gun control advocates might start to

understand that gun rights are often felt as part of the package of self reliance and personal

responsibility that many gun owners and 2A proponents have and why many get so worked up

when their gun rights are threatened. They might start to understand that they can't just keep the

parts of the Constitution that they like and steamroll those they don't and they may start to come to

the conclusion that an Assault Weapons Ban is pretty ludicrous. Seriously, if you've ever been to a

gun show or shooting range you'll realize that that horse has long ago left the barn.

I am a criminal defense lawyer and despise firearms because of the consequences their use too

often yields in my clients' lives: I cannot recall the number of murder cases I've had in which a

young man, usually inner city and Black, kills a rival over a girl, a bottle of whiskey, or some

imagined "disrespect." When I was a kid, these contests got resolved with fists. Now, two lives are

lost -- the decendent and his too often impuslive killer.Where'd all these guns come from? Isn't there

some way to get them off of the street? I fume sometimes about repealing the Second Amendment.

No one is serious about the use of guns to combat tyranny. Government is more powerful and

all-encompassing than ever in the 21st century. What's more, the power of government to suppress

any challenge with force is overwhelming. Instead of using guns to fight government, we kill each

other and tell ourselves patriotic lies to justify it all.So I read this book to learn about the other side

after reading an interview of the author with Joe Nocera, a columnist in The New York Times. I

thought the author handled himself well in the interview.I am glad I read the book. It did not change

my mind about the scourage that guns have become in our society. But it did make me realize how

my blinders have kept me from appreciating the appeal of guns to so many Americans. Frankly, the

book even got me a little curious abuot guns, truth be told.I doubt we will ever get rid of guns in the

United States. I did not know that some folks buy guns, and then bury them in protective covers to

make them harder to find should the government ever try to seize them all.
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